MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF KIRKBY LONSDALE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE BECTIVE ROOM
LUNESDALE HALL, KIRKBY LONSDALE
ON WEDNESDAY 2"? JULY 2025 AT 7.15PM

Present: Councillors Paul Cassell (Chairman), Mike Marczynski, Nigel Martin,
Malcolm Perrin, Robin Ree, Stuart Taylor and Rachel Ward . Apologies for absence
were accepted from Councillors Nick Hampson.

Also in attendance: Westmorland & Furness Councillor Hazel Hodgson, 12
members of the public and Town Clerk Kevin Price.

25/85 Public participation:

a. John Peel asked why he had not received a reply to the three letters he has
sent to the Council in recent weeks. The Clerk said that the letters had all
been circulated to Councillors and would be reported under ‘correspondence’
later in the meeting.

b. The Council was thanked for meeting with representatives of St Mary’s
Church prior to this meeting.

25/86 Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of 21st May 2025 were approved and signed by the
Chairman.

25/87 Requests for Dispensations: None.

25/88 Declarations of Interest:

Councillors Marczynski and Ree declared an interest should any matters be
discussed regarding the CIC, or, singly, Councillor Ree in regard to the Lunesdale
Hall.

25/89 Kirkby Lonsdale Recovery:

Councillor Cassell said that the final meeting of the recovery group is on 71 July,
whereupon a Community Partnership will be created. The members of the
Partnership will be almost the same as the recovery group, with the addition of
school, sports and health representatives.

The funds raised will now be addressed and a new fund developed for the longer
term recovery and requirements for the town.

It was noted that St Mary’s Church, the Lunesdale Hall and The Brow are all in need
of significant funding at present.



25/90 Ruskin’s View/The Brow:

Addendum — Summary of Meeting held on 2nd July 2025. The meeting was well
attended, with approximately 18 members of the public present. A lively and
constructive discussion focused on The Brow, during which several misconceptions
were addressed and corrected with accurate information. The Technical Team
reiterated that the goal remains to reopen the footpath as soon as is practicably
possible, while minimising costs to the residents of Kirkby Lonsdale. To achieve this,
the requirements set by Westmorland & Furness Council must be met. As the local
Highway Authority responsible for Public Rights of Way, our position is that the
footpath was closed on the grounds of public safety due to slope instability caused
by erosion and slippage from previous storm events. We have been working in close
collaboration with your technical team via Malcolm Perrin. As advised last year, the
footpath can only be reopened once a geotechnical consultant confirms that there is
no significant risk to public safety. — Andy Brown Senior Manager — Highways Assets
and Strategy Westmorland & Furness Council. Kirkby Lonsdale Town Council
(KLTC) is currently working with Dr Keith Nicholls, a qualified and experienced
Geotechnical Consultant, to meet this requirement.

Incidents / Adverse Events
No Health and Safety incidents were reported during this month.

Environmental Concerns

River Lune reports of suspected pollution in the River Lune, initially raised with the
Environment Agency (EA) in May 2025, remain unanswered. White foam continues
to be observed floating on the river surface, particularly accumulating around Devil's
Bridge. This remains a concern for the Technical Team, especially as swimmers
continue to use the river, with no signage in place warning of potentially unsafe water
conditions. Action: KLTC to follow up with the Environment Agency and consult the
Lune Rivers Trust for advice and potential next steps.

Invasive Species — Japanese Knotweed & Himalayan Balsam.

Dense growth of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam has been identified at
Lilywood, on the northern edge of The Brow, adjacent to the River Lune. Although
this area falls within the Underley Estate, the Technical Team commissioned
Inspectas Land Remediation to carry out a comprehensive survey of the site at no
cost. A detailed five-year management report with recommendations is available on
the KLTC website. If Stage 3 works (riverbank erosion protection) proceed,
significant reduction of Knotweed will be required to enable access for heavy
machinery. An estimated 80% reduction of the invasive species would cost
approximately £24,000 over five years. This work has not yet been commissioned.
As both Knotweed and Balsam pose a risk of spreading via foot traffic into nearby
residential areas, KLTC proposes installing a single fence panel to block a narrow
track. This will help redirect pedestrians around the affected zone instead of through
the plant.



Geotechnical Borehole Monitoring — Tender and Progress Update. A detailed
Geotechnical Risk Review by Dr Keith Nicholls was submitted to the Technical Team
on 20th June 2025 and is available for public viewing on the KLTC website. The
report outlines the technical challenges, key risks, and informed recommendations.
The team continues to work through these findings in a systematic and safety-
focused manner. KLTC plans to install six boreholes along the footpath to monitor
underground movement. Each borehole will be drilled to a depth of 10-20 metres
into bedrock and equipped with either

a. An inclinometer (to monitor ground movement), or

b. A piezometer (to measure groundwater pressure). These readings will assist
Dr Nicholls in assessing slope stability and providing the necessary assurance
to Westmorland & Furness Council regarding public safety. Due to
unsatisfactory cost submissions from the initial tender process, the borehole
specification has been revised, with a reduced scope and updated Bill of
Quantities sent to three specialist contractors. New tenders are due back by
7th July 2025, with the aim to start the three-week installation programme
around 11th August 2025. Total projected costs are expected to be under
£100,000. The objective remains to reopen the footpath before November
2025, when the next ‘closure enforcement’ order may be issued by the
Secretary of State.

Stage 1a — Tree Management and Vegetation Clearance
No further tree or vegetation works were undertaken this month.

Stage 1b — Surface Monitoring of The Brow
Malcolm Hughes Ltd continues to carry out surface level monitoring at three-month
intervals. Data collected to date shows no significant movement along the footpath.

Stage 3 — Riverbank Erosion
No new developments to report this month.

Commercial Summary
Total project expenditure to date for 2025 is approximately £15,000.

25/91 The Ram:

Councillor Marczynski said that the work is now completed and the Ram is in place.
The only outstanding matter is the lighting; it is hoped to have uplighting installed
shortly. There had been several press reports and there had been much public
acclaim of the structure. The Clerk will write formally to Andy Kay to thank him for
this magnificent gift to the town.

The Council’s insurers, Zurich Municipal, had asked for some further details of the
structure, which Councillor Marczynski agreed to deal with.

Phil Howden is to carry out the annual inspections, as required by Westmorland &
Furness Council.



25/92 Planning sub-group:

The following application was considered and approval recommended; the planning
group were happy with it and the plans were displayed at the meeting.

2025/1140/HOU Laitha Lodge Kirkby Lonsdale. Removal of existing timber stable
and store, extension to former detached double garage currently used as a garden
room to create a semi independent two bedroomed annex..

25/93 Community-Led Plan:
This was deferred to a future meeting.
25/94 Terms of Agreement between the CIC and the Town Council:

The Chairman had produced a revised document but it was agreed that it was still
incomplete. Some amendments are required and a final draft will be produced for
approval by the Council at the next meeting.

25/95 Risk Assessment:

The Clerk had circulated two drafts of a Risk Assessment for consideration. It was
resolved to adopt the older version of these.

25/96 Reports:
Councillor Hodgson mentioned the following:

a. There are grants available for Community Partnerships; the Locality Board
meets fortnightly to decide on these.

b. The Council will be contacted to assess what highways projects might be
possible in the town; in the meantime, the Council needs to consider what is
needed. A crossing on the A65 and parking are issues that have been
mentioned.

c. She will be attending the Respect meeting at Barbon tomorrow.

25/97 Finance:
a. It was resolved to pay the following accounts:

Craig Bradshaw £2280.00 Maintenance contract
Malcolm Hughes £1,194.00 The Brow
G Mackereth & Son Ltd
£960.00 Installation of The Ram
K M Price £242.85
Clerk’'s expenses to 30" June, including use of home office and travel.



25/98

oo

25/99

The Clerk circulated a summary of the receipts and payments since 15t April
2025 and also explained the Budget Report which will be a feature at every
meeting in future.

Queen’s Square fountain: Councillor Marczynski said that Underley Lodge
has cleared the frontage of the fountain at no cost to the Council.
Consideration will be given to what can be done to make the fountain look
more attractive and avoid it being used for car parking.

Correspondence:

Three letters from John Peel will be discussed at the next meeting.
Aresident has asked if the Council was still short of Councillors. The Clerk
had made a note of the name for whenever there is a vacancy again.

Launch of the Victoria History for the Lonsdale Ward. This will take place on
Tuesday 23 September, when Councillor Cassell will be giving a
presentation.

It was noted that the Appeal in respect of Crossdale, High Biggins
(2024/1329FPA) had been dismissed.

A suggestion was made that the footway alongside the A65 could be extended
as far as the Business Park and Kirkby Motors. This will be an agenda item
for the next meeting.

Policing during Appleby Fair and the care of animals; this will be forwarded to
Councillor Hodson and Sgt Suzanne Scott-O’Neill.

Overnight parking signs at the overspill car park at Devil’s Bridge. This will
be forwarded to Councillor Hodson and Sgt Suzanne Scott-O’Neill.

Date of the next meeting:

Wednesday 20" August 2025 at 7pm at the Bective Room, Lunesdale Hall,
Kirkby Lonsdale.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Dated:

Signed:



